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The Proprietors of Boſton Weſt and Skirbeck 
Quarter, in the County of Lincoln, in reſpect 
to the Incloſures of their Commons. 

| mon Right, and the Dike-reeve's Aſſeſſment; and the Proprietors 
BH of Boſton Weſt according to the real Value of their Common 
Rights and Eſtates, by which they gained fo large a Part of Holland Fen, 
on account of paying the Dike-reeve's Aſſeſſment, towards the Preſervation 
of the whole Fen, when in its open State, before it was divided into Eleven 
Parts; and each Town now enjoying a ſeparate and diſtinct Common, any 
mode of Diviſion adopted by the Proprietors of one Town cannot poſſibly 
affect the Proprietors of another; and it cannot well be ſuppoſed how 


Mr. Chambers can be ignorant of this Fact, notwithſtanding it is ſtated 


ſo differently in his Petition, neither has the mode of Diviſion amongſt the 
Proprietors the leaſt Relation to an 


tend to injure his Rights, 


The People who call themſelves Cottagers have no Right of Common 
there, but what they derive from their Landlords the Proprietors of the 
Cottages, as very few (if any of them) have any real Property themſelves, 
but are liable to be turned out of the ſame at the Will of their Landlords. 

At the Meetings of the Proprietors before they obtained the Diviſion Act 
of the Seventh Year of his preſent Majeſty, the Intention of Sub-dividing 
was avowed, but the Undertaking being too extenſive for one Bill, they 
deſerred it till the preſent Time; and it is the general Opinion of the Pro- 
prietors, that the Miſchiefs complained of by Mr. Chembers in his Petition, 


H E Proprietors of Skirbeck Quarter have by the mode of Diviſion 


as it ſtands in the preſent Bill, divided according to their Com- 


y of his Claims, or can in any Manner 


Can 
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can only be remedied by a ſpeedy Sub-diviſion of the Commons, and upon 
this Principle chiefly the Bills are at preſent ap! ied for. 

It has been ſet forth, that the Breed of Sheep, Beaſts, Horſes and Geeſe 
will be lefſened or prevented by the intended Incloſures; as to the Breed 
of Cattle it mult be increaſed from the Nature of the Caſe, it being well 
known that upon incloſcd Lands the ſame is not only greater in Number, 
but of greater Value than thoſe bred upon Commons. 

Geele have always been looked upon as uncommonable Cattle, and ſince 
the paſſing of Hel/and Fen Act, the Agent to the ſame has had Directions 
to purſue legal Methods to prevent Geeſe from going upon the Com- 
mons. 

The ſame Argument made uſe of for dividing Holland Fen, namely, 
«© That a few wealthy Graziers monopolized the Common to the Injury of 
ce the others,” fill holds in the preſent Diviſion, and was one great Reaſon 
for applying for the ſame; and though it has been alledged, that they are 
merely calculated for the Emolument of a few private Perſons who alread 
abound in Affluence, yet the very contrary is the Cale, the greateſt Numbet 
of the Proprietors of Boſton and Skirbeck being Tradeſmen in ſmall Circum- 
ſtances, to whom a very conſiderable Advantage muſt ariſe from the in- 
rended Incloſure, they receiving, from the diſtant Situation of their Houles 
from the Fen, no Benefit in its preſent open State, and very few of them 
are in Affluence as has been ſet forth. 

It has been alledged, that the preſent intended Incloſures of Boſton Weſt 
and Skirbeck Quarter Fens will tend to Depopulation; in anſwer to this, 
there are now but 19 Commonable Houſes adjoining the Fen, which will 
be increaſed by the Corporation, who will have it is ſuppoſed about 200 
Acres allotted them there, as they have declared that it is their Intentions to 
lay out the 1--ne into ſmall Farms, not exceeding at moſt 5o Acres each, 
and to uild louſe upon each of them; and ſeveral other Proprietors 
have al: » declared their Intention to build Houſes on their Allotments ; 
and fro i the Nature of the Soil in the ſaid Fen the whole muſt be thrown 
into a ſtate of Agriculture, a great Part of it continued ſo, and by the Cul- 
tivation of Woad, Hemp and Flax, which the Soil particularly ſuits, the Old, 
the Infiri +, and Children will be employed, and find Means for their Support, 
by which means they will obviate this Apprehenſion, and their ſeveral Pro- 
perties will produce a greater yearly Value than by any other Diſpoſition. 

Zachary Chambers, Eſquire, Lord of the Mannor of Swineſhead, now en- 
joys no leſs than 480 cuſtomary Acres (making about 571 ſtatute Acres) 
of the ſaid Fen granted to his Predeceſſors the Lords of Swineſbead afore- 
ſaid, by Decree in the Exchequer, in 1610, for all manner of Commonage, 
Agiſtment and further Improvement in the ſaid Fen, and alſo for their 
Brovage, and by the Act of the 7th of his preſent Majeſty Geo. 3d. for 
dividing the ſaid Fen into Eleven ſeparate Commons, Mr. Chambers had 
further alloted unto him and his Heirs 120 Acres of the ſaid Fen (free from 
all Expences of the Act, Commiſſioners and fencing) which he took and 
accepted for him and his Heirs, for and in lieu of and in full Satisfaction 
and Compenſation of and for his Right and Intereſt of his Moiety, in 
over and to the Soil of all the ſaid Fen, and all Mines and Quarries of 
what Nature ſoever, that mighc thereafter be found and opened under the 
ſaid Soil, and alſo in full Satisfaction and Compenſation of and for all future 


Im- 
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Improvements, Benefits nd Advantages whatſoever, that might thereafter 
ariſe or be made by any iurther Alterations or Diſpoſitions of the ſaid Fen, 
than what were intended to be made by the ſaid Act; by which future 
Improvements, Sc. were certainly meant the preſent intended Subdivi- 
ſions and Incloſures, as no other Alterations or Diſpoſitions could be made 
of the ſaid Fen to the Advantage of the Proprietors. The only real Ad- 
vantage Mr. Chambers made, before the paſſing of the ſaid Act, was from 
his Moicty of the Drifts which amounted to about 10%. a Year, and the 
Profits of holding Courts, which were reſerved to him by that Act, and are 
intended to remain, and the Allotment of 120 Acres, given him by the 
ſaid Act is of the yearly Value of 100F. 

Charles Anderſon Pelham, Eſquire, Lord of the Manor of Frampton, to 
whom the Right of the other Motety of the Soil of the ſaid Fen be- 
longed, was by the ſaid Act in licu of his ſaid Right put upon exactly 
the ſame footing with Mr. Chambers, and appears perfectly ſatisfied there- 
with, he not having made any Claim or petitioned againſt the ſaid Bills. 

Though Mr. Chambers was fully convinced at the Time of paſting the laid 
Act, that Sir Charles Fredrick was (ole Proprietor of One of the ſaid Eleven 
Towns called Brotherteft, and Ear! Filzwiliiam ſole Propretor of Dog- 
aike, part of the ſaid Fen, yet no Demand of this Nature was ever made 
by him upon them, or for leveral Parcels of Land fold and ſet out under 
the ſaid Act, for ſeveral Purpoles therein mentioned, though their ſaid 
Allotments and the ſaid Lands ſo fold amounted in the whole to about 
2113 Acres, 2 Roods, and 26 Perches. 

It is therefore humbly hoped that the Proprietors of Boſton Weſt and Skhirbeck 
Quarter will not be put into a worſe Situation becaute of their Number, 
than the Two Proprietors above-mentioned, and the Purch -{ers of the ſaid 
Parcels of Land fo ſold as aforeſaid; and they mult think i. pref nt a very 
partial Claim upon them, after Mr. Chambers has litigated his Clams upon 
the Bill for incloſing and dividing the Commons belonging to ?l2orbirke 
cum Foſdyke, being Two out of the Eleven Diviſions of the ſaid Fen, which 
| Paſſed both Houtes of Parliament only about Three Weeks ſince, and 
had it rejected, the Land to be divided and incloſed there a, junting to 
3260 Acres 12 Perches or thereabouts, eſpecially as it is apprehended the 
Lords have already had the ampleſt Allowance for their Rights, being 
in the whole near 1400 Acres out of about 16000 Acres. 

In Mr. Chambery's Petition to the Houſe of Commons againſt the 


Algarkirke and Foſayke Bill he only prayed for an Allotment to himſelf 


without at all conſidering the Cottagers as he has done in his preſent 


Petition, wherein ſeveral Facts are greatly miſrepreſented, ſeemingly with 
an Intention only to miſlead, 
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